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a noire intention. If, after all, we do not sink, English
vanity will conclude more than ever that Providence dotes
upon us, and never will let us be ruined, let us play the fool
as much as we will. I have a better opinion of Providence,
and, unless it originally bestowed good luck on fools as a
balance and compensation, I do not believe that it employs
itself in remedying blunders. My countrymen, with their
leave, are exceedingly contemptible. They have, for these
seven years, been applauding and encouraging the court to
persist in all its frenzy and obstinacy, and now It rains
addresses of thanks to his Majesty for changing his adminis-
tration ; though they have no reason to thank him or them-
selves for the change.

Strawberry Hill, June 28.

I had begun this letter a week ago here, in answer to
your Ladyship's last, was interrupted, and left it here in my
table drawer; yet though it is superannuated, it will be as
new as anything I could tell you. Besides, Lord Ossory
has been in town, and carried you all the novelties of the
week, if there were any. Lord Eockingham was said to bo
better yesterday, but that is a very ancient date in the health
of a First Minister. What would Lord Shelburae think of
my want of curiosity, who came out of town this morning
without inquiring ? I am to dine to-morrow with Princess
Amelie at Gunnersbury, must return on Sunday for the last
Drawing-room at Gloucester House; and on Thursday shall
be sovereign -of myself again, which is much more important
to me than who is to be First Lord of the Treasury, if the
Marquis is carried off in his second dictatorship. Three
hours ago I saw just the reverse of what is passing in Lord
Eockingham's ante-chamber. It was Lady North, her three
daughters, and one of her sons, taking a solitary promenade
on the river, and landing to stroll on the shore, without
a single Eosencrantz or Guildenstern attending. Forty years                                        Lady Frances Finch (d. 1838), second
